
MERSEYSIDE 

POLICE 

WRITTEN DECISION OF ACCELERATED MISCONDUCT HEARING AND 

NOTIFICATION OF ENTITLEMENT TO POLICE APPEALS TRIBUNAL 

Regulation 63 Police (Conduct) Regulations, 2020 

Officer's Name: John Rigby Force No. 4244 

Rank: Constable 

This is to notify you that as a result of an investigation into whether your conduct 

may have breached the Standards of Professional Behaviour the Appropriate 

Authority (AA) has determined that the 'special conditions' as defined in Regulation 

49(2)(a&b) of The Police (Conduct) Regulations 2020 are satisfied and has referred 

the matter to an Accelerated Misconduct Hearing (AMH). 

The details of your conduct that it is alleged has breached the Standards of 

Professional Behaviour can be found below together with how that conduct is 

alleged to amount to gross misconduct. 

Particulars of Fact 

Charge 1 

1. That the officer paid for the sexual services of a male child aged 16 or 17.

2. That from 13 February 2025 the officer knew the male was a child (age 17) yet

nonetheless he continued to pay for sexual services.

3. The officer was charged with this offence on 6 November 2025 and entered a

guilty plea to the same at court on 7 November 2025.

Charge 2 

4. On 4 March 2025 the officer accessed force systems in relation to a male■
with whom he was in contact.

5. On 6 March 2025 you accessed force systems again in relation■a male with

whom you were in contact.

6. On 25 April 2025 you accessed force systems in relation to■ a different male

with whom you were in contact.

7. There was no policing purpose for these searches on force systems and

therefore the use of the police computer system was unauthorised.

8. You were charged with unauthorised access to a computer system on 6

November 2025 and entered a guilty plea to the same a court on 7 November

2025.
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